the most widely spread over the face of the earth. Nevertheless, until now, they have been separated the one from the other, not only because of their symptomatic differences, which we pass by, but also because of their mode of propagation : the one, small-pox, is usually considered as exclusively contagious, almost independent of the topographical and hygienic conditions of the place where it is developed; the other, cholera, on the contrary, is cited among the epidemic diseases which are most strictly subordinated to these local influences.
The epidemiological study of these two affections allows us, however, to recognise, for the one as for the other, the simultaneous intervention in their propagation of two different factors : first, the human organism ; second, an influence from without overruling this organism?an influence constantly spoken of as epidemic.
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